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Kalayo is a poetry written by Dr. Marjorie M. Evasco and is the third poem in a four-part 
collection of poetry on the elements, written in both English and Cebuano, the native 
language of the major island of Cebu (and the Visayan region in general). The other poems in 
this short cycle are: 1. Yuta (Earth), 2. Tubig (Water), 3. Kalayo (Fire), and 4. Hangin (Air). 
The entire cycle with more poetry under their headings is contained in the book entitled 
Ochre Tones: Poems in English and Cebuano, published by Salimbayan Books in Marikina 
City, 1999. 

 

Kalayo 
 
Sayaw sa mga diawata, Kinaiya sa katawa, 
Kaykaya sa imong mga tudlo ang pus-on, 
Hapowapi ang kilom-kilom 
Diha sa kasingkasing sa agipo. 
 

Fire 
 
Dance of the gods, Anthem of laughter, 
Stoke the belly with your fingers, 
Caress dusk in the heart  
Of each ember. 
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