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Composer’s note

Dreams Written on Leaves is a poem written by a talented young teenager who sadly passed on months
after the completion of this poem. This was his creation of a utopian world into which he could escape
and hide from the pangs of depression, a place where one is tired but is at peace. A place where one is
as strong as they would want to be in the real world and everything around is more beautiful and vivid
than one could ever imagine. As the composer, my intention was to set this poem to what sounds like a
simple song that the young poet would sing as he strolls around the world he created. Through his use
of imagery, the poem is suggestive of everything green, like grass, trees, and the leaves that fall from
them, creating a sense that it nature was the young poet’s one true refuge and that it is where he finally
rests to this day.

About the series

The Philippine Choral Directors Association (PCDA) — a national organization established by choral
artists for choral artists — conducts masterclasses, workshops, conventions, fora, clinics, and festivals
nationwide as it aspires to develop a thriving and vibrant Filipino choral culture.

In line with our mission, the PCDA Choral Series aims to promote works drawn from an excellent pool
of Philippine contemporary choral works from the Composition Competition of the Philippine Choral
Directors Association. The series features the award-winning works of the competition expertly evaluated
by an international pool of esteemed judges.

The 2022 competition jury panel consisted of: Josu Elberdin Badiola (Spain), Dan Forrest (USA),
Lorenzo Donati (Italy), Zechariah Goh (Singapore), and Eudenice Palaruan (Philippines/Singapore).



For Ken Abapo

Dreams Written on Leaves
for SATB divisi choir and soloist
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