


Text and Translations 

I’ve	heard	them	lilting	at	our	ewe-milking,	
Lasses	a-lilting	before	the	dawn	of	day;	
But	now	they	are	moaning	on	ilka	green	loaning—	
The	Flowers	of	the	Forest	are	a’		wede	away.	

At	bughts,	in	the	morning,	nae	blythe	lads	are	
scorning,	
The	lasses	are	lonely,	and	dowie,	and	wae;	
Nae	daffin’,	nae	gabbin’,	but	sighing	and	sabbing,	
Ilk	ane	lifts	her	leglin	and	hies	her	away.	

We’ll	hear	nae	mair	lilting	at	our	ewe-milking;	
The	women	and	bairns	are	heartless	and	wae;	
Sighing	and	moaning	on	ilka	green	loaning—	
The	Flowers	of	the	Forest	are	a’		wede	away.	

Jean	Elliot	of	Minto	

I’ve	heard	them	singing	cheerfully	at	our	sheep-
milking,	
Lasses	singing	before	the	dawn	of	day;	
But	now	they	are	moaning	on	every	green	
common—	
The	Flowers	of	the	Forest	are	all	scythed	away.	

At	folds,	in	the	morning,	no	happy	lads	are	teasing,	
The	lasses	are	lone,	and	melancholy,	and	sad;	
No	teasing,	no	chatter,	but	sighing	and	sobbing,	
Every	one	lifts	her	milk	pail	and	hastens	her	way.	

We’ll	hear	no	more	singing	at	our	sheep-milking;	
The	women	and	children	are	heartless	and	sad;	
Sighing	and	moaning	on	every	green	common—	
The	Flowers	of	the	Forest	are	all	scythed	away.	

Translation	with	assistance	of	Scottish	National	
Dictionary	

Pronunciation Guide 

An	 audio	 pronunciation	 guide	 is	 available	 at	 http://bit.ly/kenntayflowers.	 My	 gratitude	 to	

Rebecca-louise	Wolfenden	for	reading	the	text.	

Programme notes 

Based	on	a	tune	found	in	Skene	manuscripts,	the	melody	of	this	Scottish	bagpipe	lament	is	often	

played	in	solemn	memorial	events.	Jean	Elliot	of	Minto	(1727	–	1805)	wrote	poetry	to	the	tune	as	

a	 lament	 to	 the	 deaths	 of	 James	 IV	 and	 10,000	men	 at	 the	 1513	Battle	 of	 Flodden.	 	 The	 text	

describes	the	grief	of	women	and	children	at	the	loss	of	their	young	men,	and	contrasts	between	

happier	times	and	the	devastation	following	the	battle.		

Bagpipes	are	rich	in	overtones	and	it	is	the	composer’s	wish	for	the	Baritones	to	sing	the	sections	

marked	“Ree*”	with	free,	unrestrained	overtones.	If	it	is	not	possible	for	the	overtone	singing	to	

be	done,	the	singer	can	continue	on	an	“Mm”	as	written	before.	
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