


Text 

In	paradisum	de	ducant	te	angeli;	

Do	not	stand	at	my	grave	and	weep	
I	am	not	there.	I	do	not	sleep.	
I	am	a	thousand	winds	that	blow.	
I	am	the	diamond	glints	on	snow.	
I	am	the	sunlight	on	ripened	grain.	
I	am	the	gentle	autumn	rain.	
When	you	awaken	in	the	morning's	hush	
I	am	the	swift	uplifting	rush	
Of	quiet	birds	in	circled	flight.	
I	am	the	soft	stars	that	shine	at	night.	
Do	not	stand	at	my	grave	and	cry;	
I	am	not	there.	I	did	not	die.	

Chorus	angelorum	te	suscipiat.	

In	Paradisum	from	Missa	pro	defunctis	
and	Mary	Elizabeth	Frye	(1905-2004)	

May	angels	lead	you	into	paradise;	

May	choirs	of	angels	receive	you.	

Performance notes 

A	gentle	rubato	can	be	used	at	the	music	director’s	discretion	throughout	the	piece.	

The	quaver	rests	marked	for	the	SA	divisi	in	bars	1-16,	50-61	and	94-111	should	serve	as	
suitable	breathing	places	for	the	singers,	rather	than	a	definitive	stop	at	each	time	the	
rests	appear.	

Programme notes 

Peace	 is	 often	 difficult	 for	 those	 struggling	with	 the	 loss	 of	 a	 loved	 one.	 This	work	 is	
probably	my	response	to	Charles	Villers	Stanford’s	setting	of	Justorum	Animae,	which	I	
still	remember	performing	at	a	wake	of	a	long-time	friend	and	fellow	chorister.		

To	 the	one	who	 loves	his	 teh	peng	 as	much	as	 I	 did,	 I	 hope	 that	 in	paradise,	 you	will	
continue	to	hear	great	music	that	will	make	you	smile.	And	if	you	manage	to	hear	us	who	
are	still	around,	bad	singing	that	will	make	you	laugh.	

30	October	2017	
ed.	31	July	2018	
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