


Composer’s notes 
 
McClellan’s poem In the Heart of a Rose represents my growing acceptance that this first love is not 
meant to be. Writing this piece of music is the perfect closure for me, for the rose has always been the 
symbol of this bittersweet journey, and I have found hope in a new chapter of my life. This choral work 
is dedicated to my first love: To my dearest, stay happy, and continue to be kind.  
 
In the Heart of a Rose is the final part of the three-part series First Love: My three songs to you.  
 
 
 
In the Heart of a Rose 
George Marion McClellan 
 
I will hide my soul and its mighty love 
In the bosom of this rose, 
And its dispensing breath will take 
My love wherever it goes. 
 
And perhaps she’ll pluck this very rose, 
And, quick as blushes start, 
Will breathe my hidden secret in 
Her unsuspecting heart. 
 
And there I will live in her embrace 
And the realm of sweetness there, 
Enamoured with an ecstasy, 
Of bliss beyond compare. 
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In	the	Heart	of	a	Rose

A	part	of	the	series	First	Love:	My	three	songs	to	you
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