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Sigulempong is a popular folk song of the Batak ethnic group in North Sumatra, Indonesia. It
is a song of entertainment, often accompanied with Batak traditional dance movements. The
song contains meaningful message about the Bataknese tradition of prioritising family name in
one’s search for a potential life partner.

Lyrics: Paraphrased translation:
Sigule / Sigulempong A phrase created to describe Nyonya (lady), whom here
(Sigule: ‘le’ as in late) is symbolised as a type of plantation named ‘sanggar’

that is used to craft bird nests.

Na ti nittip sanggar Preparing materials (‘sanggar’ plant) to build a bird nest
(nittip: separated; nit-tip)

Sai bahen huru huruan Building a bird nest
(sai: separated; sa-i)

Jo lo sinukkun marga (When meeting a lady for the first time) Firstly, ask your
surname

Molo sairap hita nadua If we both have the same surname

Sirma inang sarge, That’s good, lady

Da sai sirma inang sarge
(sarge: ‘ge’ as in gay)

Tarsongoni doho hape That’s how you are
Pargontingna dauk gale Dancing, swaying so gracefully
Salendang saputangan Scarf and handkerchief

(Salendang: ‘len’ as in land)

Di atas batu berdua Both of us above the rock
Leleng maho ito da It’s taking you very long
Da sai hu pai maina I’m waiting for you to come

Pronunciation guide

A, E, I, O, U are pronounced like Italian vowels — [a] [€] [i][0] [u]
All T's are dental, non-aspirated.

All Rs are rolled.

To be sung percussively but still retain pitch.

M

Fluttertongue; pitched rolling of tongue.
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