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Arranger’s note

“Maupay Nga Pasko” (Merry Christmas) is a narrative song endemic among those who speak Binisaya,
the dominant language of Eastern Visayas. Just like most folk songs, its composer is unknown. Based on
its melodic and rhythmic profile, the song exemplifies the strong influence that Spanish colonization has
brought to the religious and cultural life of Eastern Visayas. In its original form, the song is usually sung
by rural carolers who spread Christmas cheer in the town or city proper accompanied by the dancing girls
which is consistent with the tradition of the locality.

Maupay nga Pasko tagbalay Merry Christmas homeowner
Nakanhi kami ha iyo paglipay We are here to make you happy
Tuyo namon diri ikabudlay Our purpose is not to annoy
Paghapit namon madali-ay As we drop by for a moment
Amon lugaring paghinumdum We only remember
Hadton tu-ig nga mga una Those years past
Kay natawo an D’yos nga bata Born is the Son of God
Manunubos han mga sala Redeemer of sins

The Kanta Binisaya Choral Collection is a treasure trove of folk and traditional songs of Eastern Visayas,
Philippines. Its main objective is to promote and disseminate the rich musical heritage of the region
through choral singing as well as help enrich the teaching of music in various school and community
settings. The choral collection consists of 17 songs arranged by Stephen Q Lagarde, a former Associate
Professor of the University of the Philippines Tacloban College and former Director of the Leyte Samar
Heritage Center. These songs, which may be performed by a wide variety of mixed choirs, range from
easy to moderately difficult.



Maupay Nga Pasko!

SATB divisi, a cappella

Arranged by Stephen Q. Lagarde
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