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SA chorus, piano



Ikan Kekek uses Malay "Pantuns" (quatrains) in its lyrics. The quatrains contain advice such as "slow 
and steady wins the race". The song also advises us not to interfere in other people's affairs. Instead, we 
should try to improve ourselves first. We should not follow blindly what other people are doing as it will 
cause us problems. 

Lyrics: 
Ikan kekek loi 

Ikan kekek mak iloi-iloi-iloi 
Ikan gelama mak ilai-ilai-ilai 
Biar lambat asalkan selamat 
Tidak lari gunung dihambat 

Apa guna kita mencelah Jaga 
diri biar sempurna Janganlah 
ikut orang yang gila Kelak kita 
jadi merana 

Pronunciation guide: 
ee-kan keh-kek loy 

ee-kan keh-kek mak ee-loy 
ee-kan gehr-la-mah mak ee-lai 
bee-arh lahrm-baht ah-sahl-kan sehr-la-maht 
tee-dahk lah-ree goo-noong dee-hahm-baht  

ah-pah goo-nah kee-tah mehn-cheh-lah jah-
gah dee-ree bee-ah sehm-poo-nah jahng-an-
lah ee-koot oh-rahng yahng gee-lah kehr-lahk 
kee-tah jah-dee mehr-rah-nah  
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Malay	children's	song

Arranged	by	Zechariah	Goh	Toh	Chai

Commissioned	by	the	Singapore	Lyric	Opera
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